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1978 UNIVERSITY OF M O N T A N A  F OOTBALL O U TLOOK
by
Bob Rosenthal
UM Sports Information D irector
Several outstanding performers from last season return to the U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Montana football team in 1978. 27 lettermen return, 7 offensive starters and 10
defensive starters are b ack for the Grizzlies.
With experience and depth in the skill positions, M o n t a n a  will face the task of 
rebuilding somewhat on the offensive line and adding depth to the defensive front.
Several fine junior college players and h i g h  school recruits will join the fold and should 
give immediate help, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the offensive line.
The Grizzlies should be formidable on offense with first team-all Big Sky, and AP 
honorable mention all-American Mon t y  Bullerdick r e t u rning to his h a l f b a c k  spot. The 
5-10, 180 pound senior rushed for 1,022 yards last year. He avera g e d  102.2 yards a game 
and 4.8 yards a carry. Joi n i n g  h i m  in the bac k f i e l d  are senior fullback Grant Kleckner 
(426 yards on 82 carries) and junior fullback Greg Bitar (368 yards on 89 c a r r i e s ) . The 
Grizzlies have good depth at both p o s i tions with several capable p e o p l e  returning.
Quarterback T im Kerr (5-10, 175) returns for his senior year. Kerr threw for 1,097 
yards, completing 51.3% of his passes in 1977. S e n i o r  Mike Roban and sophomore Rocky 
Klever give experienced support at quarterback.
The Grizzly pass attack will be very strong in 1978. With three good throwers, 
Montana also has some good players on the receiving end. Senior Vern Kelly caught 42 
passes for 539 yards last season. The 6-0, 170 po u n d  wide rece i v e r  was named second team 
all-Big Sky last season. Other candidates for wide r eceiver and flanker are juniors J im 
Brant and Joe Gelakoska, sophomore Bill Lane, senior J e f f  Howard, freshman (redshirt)
Bill Dolan and J.C. recruit Jim Hard, the leading juco pass r eceiver in the n a tion last
s e a s o n .
1978 UNIVERSITY OF M O NTANA FOOTBALL O U T L O O K - - p a g e  2
Allen Green returns to his tight end position. The 6-2, 220 pound junior caught 22 
passes last season, 6 for touchdowns. The Grizzlies will need b a ckup help at tight end.
The offensive line absorbed the biggest loss to graduation. Four senior linemen 
are gone, but junior Guy Bingham (6-2, 235) is a potential honors candidate at guard.
Senior T i m  Hook (6-2, 235) will have the inside track on a starting job at guard or tackle. 
The Grizzlies have several outsta n d i n g  recruits to step in and fill three spots on the 
offensive line. They'll have to compete with a couple of returning sophomores and returning 
senior, Mike Bryant (6-2, 250) .
The M o ntana defense will be anchored by all-Big Sky second team pick and first team 
Academic all-American, Steve Fisher (6-4, 240). The senior defensive end is a candidate 
for p o st-season honors. He'll be joined by junior S am Mart i n  (6-4, 220) at the other 
end position.
Juniors Matt Van Wormer (6-1, 210), Robbie Dews (6-0, 218) and sophomore Brett 
Barrick (6-5, 220) are the leading candidates for defensive tackle. T hey will get stiff 
competition from a handful of new recruits.
Second team all-Big Sky selection, Scott M o r t o n  (6-0, 202) will hold down one 
outside linebacker spot. Juniors Kent Clausen (6-5, 215) and Barry Sacks (5-11, 175) 
are leading candidates for the other outside position.
Second team all-Big Sky choice Dave Gleason (6-3, 205) will be back at inside 
linebacker. The junior is joined by senior Carm Carteri (6-2, 215) and sophomore Arnie 
Rigoni (6-1, 220) at inside linebacker. There will be tough com p e t i t i o n  among the 
inside linebackers for the two starting spots.
Several experienced people return in the defensive secondary. J u n i o r  Kelly Joh n s o n  
returns at free safety. Greg Dunn, also a junior, is a t wo-year starter at cornerback. 
Senior Mike Johnson is a strong candidate to start at strong safety, while junior starter 
Scot Ferda and junior Ed Cerkovnik also return at cornerback. Other candidates in the 
secondary are walk-on Ray Washington, sophomore Jay Becker and J.C. transfer Marcus Fisher, 
a 9.5 sprinter. Fisher could be used in the offensive backfield.
-more-
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For the first time in four years, Bruce Carlson will not handle the U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Montana kicking game. The all-time leading scorer at M o n t a n a  has graduated. Tight end 
Allen Green p u nted 11 times for a 36.5 punt average last season and will have the first 
chance at the job. Place kicking is up for grabs, but sophomore t ransfer Terry Thomas 
and sophomore C l i f f  Clifford will have opportunities to wi n  the job.
Head Football Coach Gene C a rlson will have some out s t a n d i n g  recruits to work with 
in 1978. At least eight M ontana high school prepsters and four prep stars from 
Washington will give valuable help. In addition, eight junior college transfers will 
bring some experience and have an opp o r t u n i t y  to help immediately.
The Grizzlies have posted 4-6 records the past two years. With only eight seniors 
lost to graduation, and good talent and depth ret u r n i n g  in both b a c kfields and among 
the receivers, the Grizzlies will have an excellent opp o r t u n i t y  to improve the showings 
of the past two seasons.
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